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D
estiny has a way of moving 

things in the right place,” 

muses new star Danny Gokey, 

just minutes after completing 

the video for his debut country 

single, “My Best Days Are Ahead of 

Me,” released last December. And 

Danny’s heartwarming, unabashedly 

uplifting story could change even the 

most skeptical minds about the role fate 

plays in laying out one’s future. 

The soon-to-be-30-year-old from 

Milwaukee first came to national 

attention on the 2009 season of 

American Idol, the starmaking machine 

of the new millennium. Unlike most 

Idol contestants, he wasn’t on the show 

to stargaze or fulfill some sort of need 

for instant fame. As most dedicated Idol 

viewers know, Danny was singing his 

heart out for his late wife, Sophia, who 

continues to be his inspiration.

The bespectacled young man 

auditioned for American Idol a mere 

four weeks after Sophia died in July 

of 2008 from complications following 

surgery for congenital heart disease. 

She was a fan of the show and had 

encouraged Danny, whose prior 

experience with entertaining came 

“ 
Danny and Sophia on 
their wedding day
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